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The  first  of  tlie  many  novelties  promised  for  the 
winter  season,  by  the  new  management  of  the 
Théâtre  Lyrique,  was  produced  on  Saturday.  This 
is  'Le  Billet  de  Marguerite.'  a  sentimental  story 
of  humble  life,  in  three  long  acts, — cleverly  set  to> 
music  by  M.  Gevaert,  a  young  Belgian  composer, 
from  whom  much  bas  been  expected.  Clever,  we 
repeat,  the  work  seemed  to  us,  but  over-wrought; 
with  a  want  of  brightness  (we  know  not  better  how 
to  express  it)  pervading  the  whole,  which  we  do  not 
fancy  solely  chargeable  on  the  lachrymose  story. 
Something  of  the  kind  we  bave  found  in  the 
music  of  many  otherBelgian  composers, — M.  Lim- 
nander  being  especially  remembered.  They  cannot 
be  altogether  French,  they  try  to  be  a  little  Ger- 
man,  and  the  end  is  as  unsatisfactory  an  absence 
of  nationality  as  exists  among  the  clever  men  of 
"Young  England."  '  Le  Billet  '  was  enthusiasti- 
cally  received  : — it  was  performed  in  a  manner  to 
make  the  most  sensitive  of  composers'  feel  comfort- 
ably  safe.  The  orchestra,  conducted  by  M.  De- 
loffre,  honourably  known  in  London,  was  excel- 
lent, especially  in  accompaniment.  The  beroine, 
Madame  Deligne-Lauters,  was  new  to  Paris  ;  but 
she  has  sung,  we  think,  in  the  Belgian  théâtres, 
and  her  vocal  style  and  dramatic  pathos  appeared 
to  us  more  provincial  than  metropolitan.  She 
possesses,  however,  a  sufficient  mezzo-soprano  voice. 
The  tenorino  was  a  young  M.  Achard,  son  of  the 
Achard,  and  gracefully  reminding  us  of  his  father 
in  person  and  smile.  He  sang  easily  and  acted 
neatly  ;  but  his  place,  we  fancy,  may  prove  to  be 
a  vaudeville,  not  an  operatic,  théâtre,  àcf-  1 9S^f- 
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S'adresser,  pour  la  mise  en  scène  exacte  de  cet  ouvrage,  a  M  ARSÈNE, 
régisseur  du  Théâtre-Lyrique. 
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